tion (see p. 833) . The Bill (B.M.7., 23 March, p. 777) provides for the removal of kidneys for medical purposes from any person, duly certified as dead, "unless there is reason to believe that the deceased during his lifetime had instructed otherwise."
In view of the shortage of donor kidneys and the unknown long-term outlook for the recipients of transplanted kidneys, answers are badly needed to some difficult questions. Those the profession must answer concern the need for transplantation, its safety and prognosis, the getting of donor kidneys, and the cost in men, money, and time. It is then for the public to reach its own decisions. 
Consequences of Ovarian Deficiency
It is widely accepted that the oestrogen deficiency which follows the menopause or premenopausal castration is responsible for a variety of metabolic derangements, and that these may have serious manifestations The relationship between the menopause and the development of osteoporosis was first noted by F. Albright, P. H. Smith, and A. M Richardson' in 1941. R. D. Taylor, A. C. Corcoran, and I. H. Page2 found coronary atherosclerosis to be 10 to 40 times more common in young men than in women of comparable age, but J. H. Wuest, T. J. Dry, and J. E. Edwards' showed that this privileged status was lost by women who had undergone bilateral oophorectomy before the menopause. However, reports in the literature are far from agreed on this point; so a careful investigation which has been made by H. M. Parrish, C. A. Carr, D. G. Hall, and T. M. King' is timely. These authors suspected that an important factor overlooked by previous writers was the time interval between castration and the " expected date " of the normal menopause.
From a study of the necropsy records of 80 patients who had had bilateral oophorectomy before the age of 50 matched with 80 properly selected control patients Parrish and his colleagues concluded that the castrated patients did indeed have an excess of coronary atherosclerosis and myocardial infarcts. Furthermore, the incidence of these events was directly related to the time interval from castration to the expected menopause and also to that from castration to death. No Med., 1967 Med., , 60, 1137 
